
Finnish nature is a treasure 
chest of experiences

Finnish nature inspires tourism companies 
to provide joy and experiences for their 
customers.  It is essential that experiences 
are produced responsibly, respecting natural 
and cultural values. This is guaranteed 
through cooperation between Metsähallitus 
and tourism companies. Tourism companies 
are important partners for Metsähallitus 
in providing services and promoting the 
sustainability of tourism.

Tourism companies can operate on state-owned 
land and waters. Whenever a company makes use 
of the hiking infrastructure and trails maintained 
by Metsähallitus, it must prepare a cooperation 
agreement with Metsähallitus. A cooperation 
agreement is also recommended even if the 
company only markets nature sites to its customers.

The main goal of the cooperation is to ensure the 
responsibility of tourism activities. With cooperation 
agreements, companies commit to comply with 

Metsähallitus’ principles of sustainable tourism 
whenever their business activities target protected 
areas managed by Metsähallitus. Cooperation also 
aims to improve communications and customer 
service related to nature sites.

Find out more about sustainable tourism: 
www.metsa.fi/en/responsible-business/ nature-
tourism-and-sustainability/principles-of-sustainable-
tourism/
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Types of cooperation 
agreements and fees
Two types of cooperation agreements are possible:
• a cooperation agreement without transfer of

rights of use (free) » joint communication and
visibility are agreed upon.

• a cooperation agreement with transfer of rights
of use (subject to a fee)
» the use of service infrastructure for hiking
(trails, rest stops, docks, etc.) are agreed upon.

Cooperation agreements which do not include 
transfer of rights are for cases in which the company 
does not use the service infrastructure for hiking 
maintained by Metsähallitus in its activities but e.g. 
publishes press releases to its customers about 
nature sites maintained by Metsähallitus. Typically, 
these agreements are signed with accommodation 
or restaurant  businesses.

A cooperation agreement with transfer of rights of 
use is prepared if the company regularly takes its 
customers to destinations with hiking infrastructure 
maintained by Metsähallitus. In this case, the price 
of the cooperation agreement consists of a basic 
fee for the entire contract period (€60 + VAT) and a 
daily user fee of the hiking infrastructure
(€1.22 + VAT / customer / day).

For one-off activities, there is no point in concluding 
a cooperation agreement. In this case, the company 
must pay a slightly higher user fee (€1.5 + VAT / 
customer / day). In order to receive the necessary 
instructions, the company must always contact Met-
sähallitus before starting its operations.

User fees must be paid in advance in the Eräluvat 
webshop (wilderness permits). The contracting 
companies can request to receive an invoice for the 
user fees afterwards.

As part of the cooperation 
agreement, companies 
receive:
• The right of use to national park logos
• Communication material and instructions

(images, brochures, etc.)
• The opportunity to utilise the national park

brand in its activities
• Opportunity to sell existing products with

national park logos
• Orientation to the principles of sustainable

tourism and operating in protected areas
• Visibility in Metsähallitus communication

channels
• If necessary, the right to use hiking structures

maintained by Metsähallitus

Learn more and stepping stones to cooperation
Learn more and stepping stones to cooperation
If your company is interested in operating on state-
owned land or utilising natural sites
in your communications, please do not hesitate to 
contact us and ask for more information: 
www.metsa.fi/en/responsible-business/ nature-
tourism-and-sustainability/nature-tourism-
entrepreneurs/

Wilderness permits online shop: 
verkkokauppa.eraluvat.fi/en/
» other permits » permits for tourism companies
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