Nature reserve

Pihlajavesi

Pihlajavesi is lake nature at

its best. Maze-like island
chains alternate with vast
open waters. The national
landscape enchants waterway
travellers for days. More than
ten guest harbours are open
for visitors. The Saimaa ringed
seal also likes the clear waters
of the area.

Lake nature is
grand and rugged

Pihlajavesi in Lake Saimaa
spreads to the south of Savon-
linna. The area is nearly 20 kilo-
metres wide and approximately
40 kilometres long. The diverse
lakescape consists of large
islands and hundreds of islets.
Rough, rocky pine forests
dominate the rugged coastal
landscape. You can find many
birds enjoying the shelter of
islets on the open water. Avoid
landing on skerries and islets
during bird nesting season.
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The Saimaa ringed seal,
the treasure of Pihlajavesi

Pihlajavesi is a very important
breeding area for the Saimaa
ringed seal. Almost one third of
the entire Saimaa ringed seal
population lives in Pihlajavesi.

If your trip takes you to the
ice of Lake Saimaa in the winter,
avoid islets on open waters and
snowdrifts on the tips of penin-
sulas as they might hide a seal's
nest. If the mother seal is startled
by a disturbance, such as snow-
mobiles, the birth or nursing of a
pup may be disturbed.

Please note that pets must be
kept on a leash.

Surprises in the caves of

a war-time Salpa post

At the southern end of the
Kongonsaari Island, you'll find

a Salpa Line base with caves
excavated into the rock. You can
explore the Salpa post on a trail
that runs for about 400 m. In the

Saimaa area, the defence enti-
rely relied on water areas, and
the fortification line attempted
to cut off the attacker’s routes
along waterways.

Iso-Kankainen has a trail of
about 2 km. It is suitable even
for newer hikers although it rises
to a high ridge. You can see the
signs left by the Ice Age, such as
depressions and ancient coast
banks.

Feel the tranquillity
of the archipelago

Pihlajavesi is accessible from
Savonlinna city centre by boat or
canoe. The extensive water body
requires experience in navigating
and reading maps.

Getting a fish-eye view is worth
it, though, as the Pihlajavesi—Ola-
vinlinna area is one of Finland’s
national landscapes. You can visit
Savonlinna’s Riihisaari exhibition
to learn about the nature and
cultural history in the area.
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Pihlajavesi

Nature reserve

* Location: Savonlinna
and Sulkava

* Total area: 45 km?

* Established:
Protected area in
2014, Natura 2000
site in 1998

Metsadhallitus
Parks and Wildlife Finland

*Saimaa Nature Centre
Riihisaari, 57130 Savonlinna

- tel. +358 (0)206 39 5929

*saimaa@metsa.fi

Enjoy the outdoors
while protecting nature

* Respect nature and take others
in the area into consideration.

* Campfires are allowed on
marked campfire sites. During
high wind or forest fire warnings,
campfires are prohibited.
*Leave no trace. There are no
litter containers in the area, so
pack your food so that no waste
is created. You may burn waste
that is suitable for burning in
camp fires - take all other waste
away with you.

*Keep your pets on a leash.
*Landing and movement are
prohibited in restricted areas
from 1January to 30 April to
ensure a quiet breeding environ-
ment for the seals.

*You may pick berries and
mushrooms, but no stones or
plants.

*Angling, ice fishing and lure
fishing with one lure are
permitted, with the exception of
the restricted areas between 1
January and 30 April. Lure fishing
requires 18-65 year-olds to pay a
fisheries management fee.
*Trolling is permitted if you have
an angling permit for Southern
Finland (permit 7413, www.
eraluvatfi).

*Net fishing is prohibited. Other
trap permits in the state-owned
Pihlajavesi water area (permit
area 7009, www.eraluvat.fi) are
granted by Metsahallitus.

* Before you go fishing, you need
to check for any fishing restric-
tions at kalastusrajoitus.fi.

Outdoor Etiquette

nationalparks.fi/hikinginfinland/
visitorguidelines

Emergency number 112
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Valtion luonnonsuojelualue - State Nature Reserve —
FoCyAapCTBEHHbIV NPUPOAHBIN 3aMOBEAHNK

Valtion luonnonsuojelualue, liikkumisrajoitus:
maihinnousu ja maa-alueilla liikkuminen kielletty 1.1.-30.4.
State Nature Reserve: landing and moving on land
forbidden 1.1.-30.4. — FocyaapCTBEHHBIA NPUPOAHBIiA
3aMoBe/AH1K, OrPaHNYeHUe Ha NepesBUXeHNe: Bbicaaka
Ha 6eper 1 nepeABMXeHWe Mo cylue 3anpelleHbl 1.1.-30.4.

Liikkumisrajoitus: jaalla liikkuminen kielletty 50 metria

rannasta — Must keep at least 50 metres distance to

the lakeshore when moving on ice — OrpaHuyenue Ha
nepe/BUXeHNe: BO BpeMs NepeBUXeHNA MO Jibly 3anpelleHo
npubanxkatbcs K 6epery 6amxe, yem Ha 50 MeTpoB.

Muun toimijan yllapitdma kohde
Facilities maintained by other organization
O6bekT, 0bC/yXKMBaeMbIl ApYroii opraHu3saLluei
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Luontokeskus — Visitor Centre — Busut-LeHTp Korbar s

Venelaituri — Jetty — JlogouHeiii npuyan
Tulentekopaikka — Campfire site — Mecto ans koctpa SuuitRoRtaier
Keittokatos — Cooking shelter — JleTHsist KyxHs

Telttailualue — Tent site — Mecto anst nanatok

Polku — Path — mapwpytr ——

Nakoalapaikka — Viewpoint — CMoTpoBas Touka

Vesillelaskupaikka — Boat launch — Mecto ans
cnycka noaKn

Esteeton — Accessible — goctyneH ans nisanngos

Varaussauna — Reservable sauna — CayHa (apeHaa)

Kuivakdymala — Dry toilet — YaunuHbiii Tyanet
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