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Well-being from Parks and Wildlife
Metsähallitus’s Parks & Wildlife Finland 
unit is well known for its work managing 
Finland’s national parks and providing 
services for people who enjoy hunting 
and fishing. We have also often helped 
to resolve conflicts related to Finland’s 
forests, by finding ways to protect 
nature while also enabling forest 
resources to be used sustainably. 

W e have also gained an interna-
tional reputation as forerun-
ners thanks to our efforts to 

help Finland’s indigenous Sámi people 
preserve their traditional culture. 

The importance of our work to Finnish 
society has also grown in other ways. We 
have particularly made significant contri-
butions by promoting sustainable tourism 
and finding innovative ways to enhance 
public health. 

The benefits of our work are directly 
reflected in local jobs and income. In 2015 
the total number of visits to our national 
parks rose by 15%. These visitors gener-
ated local economic impacts amounting 
to a record total of almost 142 million 
euros. We have also helped to strengthen 
Finland’s international brand as a beauti-
ful, clean and safe destination. 

Our many EU-funded projects also cre-
ate jobs and valuable new infrastructure 

around Finland. The Boreal Peatland LIFE 
project, which ended in early 2015, created 
employment for local contractors amount-
ing to 90 person-years. Our many joint 
projects have helped to build up fruitful 
regional and international partnerships. 
We are currently coordinating Finland’s 
largest ever EU-backed environmental 
project, whose budget of 20 million euros 
will be used to improve our lakes and rivers 
in collaboration with various partners. 

The indirect benefits of our work are 
reflected in the ways Finns now appreciate 
the health benefits of outdoor activities. 
Surveys show that people estimate the 
value of a hiking or hunting trip at more 
than 200 euros. 

Ongoing government spending cuts 
represent a challenge for Parks & Wildlife 
Finland. In 2015 we had to reduce our work-
force by more than 100 person-years, but we 
were still able to achieve and often exceed 
our objectives for productivity, effectiveness 
and quality.  

Long-awaited new legislation on the role 
of Metsähallitus came into force in April 
2016. Metsähallitus’s former Forestry unit, 
in its new state-owned corporate form, will 
be a new yet familiar partner for Parks & 
Wildlife Finland. 

We will continue our productive work 
as part of Metsähallitus under government 
supervision. Public funds will be channelled 
into developments designed to improve 
public well-being, while the various objec-
tives set for state-owned lands and waters 
will be duly harmonised.  

Public interest in the new legislation has 
shown that Finns truly cherish our shared 
natural heritage, care about how it is man-
aged, and understand that the well-being 
created by nature amounts to much more 
than the economic value of exploitable 
natural resources. 
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Parks & Wildlife Finland (P&WF) manage 
many nature reserves and historic sites 
throughout Finland, while also providing 
services for hunters and fishers in state-
owned lands and waters. We also pro-
mote nature conservation more widely 
through collaboration with Finland’s 
neighbouring countries and international 
organisations. 

Managing protected areas creates 
employment across the country. 
We currently have about 400 

permanent staff and another 400 tem-
porary employees. We use public funds to 

Services specially designed for Chinese visitors 
are provided in the most popular national parks. 
Anna Haukk a / P&WF

Each euro of investment  
in national parks brings  
€10 to the local economy
www.metsa.fi/web/en/ 
economicbenefitsofnationalparks

ally provide many nature tourism services 
that enable people to enjoy our areas 
sustainably.  

The private sector thus benefits greatly 
from our investments in national parks’ 
infrastructure, in terms of income and 
employment. 

National parks also have a positive 
impact on public health. Studies show 
that even spending just a short time in 
natural settings can reduce stress, while 
longer trips significantly enhance both 
physical and mental well-being. It helps 
that the Finnish legal concept known 
as Everyman’s right gives everyone free 
access to the countryside, regardless of 
who owns the land. 

Our work greatly helps Finland to meet 
its international commitments on nature 
conservation. Our experts ensure that 
we effectively procure and use funds to 
protect threatened species and promote 
outdoor recreation. Our wide-ranging 
projects are carefully realised through 
collaboration with our key partners. They 
also provide worthwhile work for many 
volunteers.

Spending time in natural 
settings brings health 
benefits including reduced 
stress and blood pressure.
www.metsa.fi/web/en/ 
healthbenefitsfromnationalparks

Benefits for everyone
Koli National Park attracted more than 167,000 visitors in 2015, boosting the local economy by an estimated 17.7 million euros. TÉA K arvinen / P&WF

provide facilities for outdoor recreation 
such as trails, nature centres and web-
sites. Our official partner firms addition-



We cherish Finland’s natural and cultural 
heritage and strive to increase aware-
ness of environmental issues. We also 
use public funds to provide free facilities 
for many kinds of outdoor recreation 
and to create favourable conditions for 
nature tourism.

W e have successfully realised the 
objectives defined for us by 
Parliament and the ministries 

who supervise our work. Examples of our 
achievements in 2015 and our ongoing 
work in 2016 are listed below. 

Combining nature tourism and 
awareness of cultural heritage  
We continue to develop facilities for visi-
tors on three beautiful islands formerly 

Eastern pasque flowers thrive on sunlit esker 
slopes. Suitable habitats for this endangered 
flower have been restored through the Light & 
Fire LIFE project.

A view over Vallisaari island shows  
its close neighbours: the World Heritage  
Site of Suomenlinna fortress islands and  
Helsinki city centre.

used exclusively by the defence forces. 
Örö, in the Archipelago Sea opened to 
the public in 2015; while Vallisaari and 
Kuninkaansaari, just off the coast of 
Helsinki, opened in May 2016. 

We are also actively improving facilities 
and organising events at historical sites 
including castle ruins, the Russian Tsars’ 
old fishing lodge at Langinkoski, and a 
traditional Sámi farmstead in northern 
Lapland. 

Lights On!
The EU-backed project aims to spotlight 
eight historic attractions in Finland  
and Estonia.  
– www.metsa.fi/web/en/lightson
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Over 3,000 volunteers
The volunteers helped us to realise nature 
conservation projects. Our volunteers’ 
efforts during 2015 added up to a total of 
28 person years. – www.nationalparks.fi/
en/volunteerwork

Finland. The publication is available at 
julkaisut.metsa.fi/julkaisut/show/2005.

With the help of EU LIFE funding we are 
running several ongoing nature conserva-
tion projects. Through the Species-rich LIFE 
project we have managed habitats includ-
ing herb-rich woodlands and meadows 
to help preserve their rich biodiversity in 
almost 60 sites across Finland. The Light 
& Fire LIFE project focuses on restoring 
valuable sunlit habitats. Through these 
two projects alone we managed natural 
habitats with a total area of more than 
4,000 hectares in 2015. 

To protect the Saimaa ringed seal  
– a unique freshwater seal found only 
in Finland’s Lake Saimaa – our staff and 
volunteers created 200 artificial snowy 
breeding dens on the frozen lake early in 
the winter of 2016, when in many places 
there was insufficient snow for the seals 
to make natural dens. A record number of 
seal pups, 79, was born.

IN 2016:

A new 20-million-euro project 
Freshabit-LIFE
Lakes, rivers and other water features 
will be restored to promote nature 
conservation and tourism.

Celebrating Finnish nature
Special events focusing on nature will 
be planned around the country to mark 
Finland’s centenary of independence in 
2017, coordinated by Parks & Wildlife 
Finland’s Finnish Nature Day team. 

Working towards the inauguration 
of Hossa National Park in 2017 
In preparation for the opening of 
Finland’s 40th national park at Hossa,  
we are improving the area’s services 
together with local partners.
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Use of the Excursionmap.fi online service increased by 70% following the launch of a mobile version.

Monitoring and managing 
natural habitats  
Since Parks & Wildlife Finland is responsi-
ble for monitoring the state of protected 
areas throughout Finland, we continuously 
update our data on threatened species and 
biotopes to help us target conservation 
measures as effectively as possible. We 
have particularly chosen 23 Natura 2000 
biotopes whose conservation status we 
will work to improve through targeted 
measures.

We have adapted our GIS systems to 
help us plan and monitor protected areas 
and manage data on species and biotopes. 
We have also continued to compile new 
data on underwater habitats in the Baltic 
Sea, while enhancing the management of 
marine areas.  

We updated and published our Prin-
ciples of Protected Area Management in 

We work with many partners to find 
ways to make the most of our attractions. 
Increasing the popularity of historical sites 
can help to ensure funding for their future 
management, while also creating opportu-
nities for local service providers. 

User-friendly services 
We launched a new system for the sale of 
hunting, fishing and snowmobiling per-
mits and for cabin rentals. 125,000 fishing 
and hunting permits were sold for state-
owned areas in 2015. Income from permit 
fees is used to manage fishing waters and 
game habitats.

Information on more than 300 destina-
tions for outdoor recreation is freely avail-
able through our Nationalparks.fi website, 
which attracted almost 10 million hits 
during 2015 (in Finnish, Luontoon.fi).

Our free Excursionmap.fi service provides 
detailed online maps of Finland’s national 
parks, wilderness areas and other natural 
attractions. The service was used 3.2 million 
times last year (in Finnish, Retkikartta.fi). 

Additional facilities for visitors have 
been provided e.g. in our two new national 
parks – Teijo and Southern Konnevesi – 
and in Finland’s most visited national park, 
Pallas–Yllästunturi. 



Metsähallitus’s administrative responsibilities  
from 15.4.2016
Metsähallitus’s Parks & Wildlife Finland Unit is responsible for the 
following activities in relation to the state-owned lands and waters 
administered by Metsähallitus:
• Protecting species and biotopes
• Managing Finland’s protected areas network and designating new 
protected areas
• Cherishing Finland’s cultural heritage, including historical sites
• Providing services for visitors
	 – Maintaining routes and other facilities
	 – Guiding and advising visitors
	 – Running informative websites
• Providing services for hunters and fishers
	 – Permits for hunting, fishing and off-road vehicles
	 – Management of fishing waters and game habitats
	 – Ranger services and supervision

Areas managed by Parks & Wildlife Finland  
as of 1.1.2016
• 39 national parks, 19 strict nature reserves and 643 statutory protected 
areas (totalling 1.7 million ha) 
• 12 wilderness areas in Finnish Lapland (totalling 1.5 million ha)
• 2,954 other protected areas (totalling 1.0 million ha)
• Historical sites including about 350 legally protected buildings or struc-
tures and 2,000 ancient sites

In line with new legislation redefining the work of Metsähallitus 
from 15.4.2016, Parks & Wildlife Finland will continue to provide facilities 

for outdoor activities including hunting and fishing in all of the areas 
administered by Metsähallitus. P&WF will also continue to oversee the 
protection of threatened species and fulfil administrative tasks related to 
fishing and marine management in state-owned waters.

customer satisfaction levels in 2015
Users of our facilities for outdoor recreation gave us a high rating of 4.32. 
Customers purchasing fishing and hunting permits gave us a rating of 3.8  
(on a scale of 1–5).

P&WF finances in 2015
The activities of Metsähallitus ś Parks & Wildlife Finland are largely 
financed from the national government budget. We also obtain  
EU funding and income from the sales of hunting and fishing permits.
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�  Ministry of the Environment 36,6 mil. €

�  Income 9,7 mil. €

�  Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry 6,4 mil. €

�  Ministry of Employment 
and the Economy 1,2 mil. €

�  Ministry of Justice 0,8 mil. €

�  European Union 1,7 mil. €

�  Other funding 3,2 mil. €

Total:  59,6 mil. €

62%

3%
2%5%

16%

1%



Discovering 
wild Finland 
Our 39 national parks welcomed  
a record total of more than 2.6 million 
visitors in 2015. More and more people 
are discovering these national treasures, 
including many visitors from other 
countries. Finland’s own population is 
just 5.5 million. 

T he most visited park was the large 
Pallas–Yllästunturi in Finnish Lapland, 
with an estimated 525,600 visitors. 

Nuuksio National Park, where visitors 
can discover wild forests and lakes within 
easy reach of Helsinki, was the most popu-
lar park in the south, with 343,800 visitors. 
The Finnish Nature Centre Haltia on the 
fringes of the park welcomed 128,300 
visitors.

Five other parks famous for their spec-
tacular scenery, Koli, Repovesi, Oulanka,  
Pyhä–Luosto and Urho Kekkonen national 
park, each welcomed more than 100,000 
visitors. Our marine national parks are also 
increasingly attracting visitors keen to 
explore the beautiful islands.

One of the national hiking areas, 
Hossa in NE Finland, will become our 
40th national park in 2017. The rivers and 
prehistoric rock paintings attracted 53,000 
visitors to Hossa in 2015. With the national 
park status and  improved services , Hossa 
is expected to attract many more visitors.

More than a million people visited our 
nature centres and other customer service 
points during 2015 to enjoy their exhibi-
tions and find out about opportunities for 
outdoor pursuits. 

The total income and job impacts of 
the national parks in 2015 were 141.5 mil-
lion euros and about 1,400 jobs (full-time 
equivalent) and for the hiking areas 12.2 
million euros and about 131 jobs (FTE). 
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www.metsa.fi/web/en/ 
parksandwildlifefinland 
information about the work  
of Parks & Wildlife Finland

www.nationalparks.fi  
up-to-date information on Finland ś 
national parks and other hiking destinations

The future for nature
• To encourage youngsters to get out into  
the countryside we provide attractive 
facilities for families, motivating learning 
environments for school groups, and oppor-
tunities to participate in voluntary work. 
•Active nature conservation work 
preserves Finland’s natural riches as  
part of global biodiversity.
• Income from permit sales is used to 
enhance game habitats and fishing waters. 

Health from natural areas
•A visit to a natural area like a national 
park reduces stress and improves fitness.
• Each year visitors to Finland’s national 
parks walk a total of some 34 million 
kilometres – about 850 round-the-world 
trips. Hunters typically walk about 10 km 
during a day’s hunting.
• Easy and well-signposted routes and 
informative websites encourage people of 
all ages to enjoy the outdoors.

Income from natural areas
• Every euro of public money invested 
in the services provided in our national 
parks brings benefits amounting to ten 
euros to local economies.
• Each purchaser of a permit for hunting 
or fishing contributes an average of 233 
euros to the local economy. 
• Finland’s international image is 
enhanced, bringing in more tourists.

Metsähallitus  
Parks & Wildlife Finland

www.excursionmap.fi  
free national map service  
for hikers, hunters  
and fishers

www.eräluvat.fi  
permits for hunting and fishing  
in state-owned lands and waters

  www.instagram.com/finnishparks
FINLAND Ś NATIONAL PARKS ON INSTAGRAM

  www.facebook.com/suomenkansallispuistot
Finland ś national parks on Facebook

  www.youtube.com/user/Mhlpviestinta
Parks & Wildlife Finland on Youtube


